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International application No. 
PCT/AU2005/000063 



Basis of the report 



1. 



2. 



, which is the language of a 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 
[x] The international application in the language in which it was filed 

I I A translation of the international application into 
' — translation furnished for the purposes of: 

[ I international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 

I [ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

[ I international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 553(a)) 
With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
I [ the international application as originally filed/furnished 

[X| the description: 

pages 1-16 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



X 



the claims: 



pages'' 

pages 

pages'* 
pages'* 
pages'* 



as originally filed/furnished 
17-19 as amended (together with any statement) vmder Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



X the drawings: 



pages 1/8 — 8/8 as originally filed/furnished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by tliis Authority on with the letter of 

I [ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I tlie description, pages 

[ I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

[ I the sequence Usting (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4, I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and Usted below had not been 
— made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 

70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-9 


YES 




Claims 


10 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-9 


YES- 




Claims 


10 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-10 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
tihds report: 

D2.... US 6,572,565 
Novelty (N) Claim 10 

Claim 10: D2 discloses a blood sampling assembly with a retractable needle. The needle holder and attached 
needle are held in the cylinder (10) by tabs (20). To retract the needle the health care worker inserts, and rotates 
the tube (62) relative to cylinder (10) and the needle holder and needle are automatically withdrawn into the tube 
(62) (column 8 lines 3 8 to 43). 

Inventive Step (IS) Claim 10 

Claim 10 also lacks an inventive step for the reasons given above. 
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Claims 

1. A blood collection device comprising a housing having an open rear 
end adapted to accommodate an evacuated blood collecting tube, and a front end, a 

5 needle holder in the front end, a needle which is attached to the needle holder and 
which is double ended and has a first end (outer end) that projects from the housing 
and a second end (inner end) that projects into the housing, the needle holder being 
releasably attached relative to the housing to enable the needle holder and the attached 
needle to be retracted, and a needle retraction device, the needle retraction device able 

10 to be pushed into the housing to release the needle holder from the housing and to 
retract the needle holder containing the attached needle into the needle retraction 
device, wherein the needle holder contains at least one finger member that engages 
relative to the housing to retain the needle holder to the housing, the finger member 
being deflectable between a lockmg position where the finger member retains the 

15 needle holder to the housing, and a release position where the needle holder can be 
retracted into the hovising. 

2. The device as claimed in claun 1, wherein the needle holder comprises 
an assembly of at least two parts, flie first part bemg an inner part and containing a 
passageway through which a puncture needle can extend to fit the puncture needle to 

20 the inner part, the second part comprising an outer nosepiece, the at least one finger 
member being attached relative to the nosepiece. 

3. The device as claimed in claim 2, wherein the needle retraction device 
comprises an elongate hollow body which contains a vacuum and which has an open 
end, a piston which closes off the open end of the elongate hollow body and which is 

25 adapted for sUdmg movement within flie hollow body, and which is releasably 
attached relative to the open end. 

4 The device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the piston comprises at least 

one finger member which releasably attaches the piston relative to the one end of the ■ - 
hollow body, the finger member being movable between a locking position where the 
30 piston is attached to the hollow body, and a release position where the piston can be 
retracted into the hollow body under the influence of the vacuum. 
5, The device as claimed in claim 4, wherein the at least one finger 

member on the piston extends forwardly from tixe piston, and the at least one finger 



Amended Sheet 
IPEA/AU 



PCT/AU2005/000063 
Received 15 August 2005 



member on the needle holder extends rearwardly such that as the needle retraction 
device is pushed against the rear of the needle holder, the at least one finger member 
on the piston releases the at least one finger member on the needle holder, and 
engages to the at least one finger member on the needle holder. 
^ ^' The device as claimed in claim 5, wherein the housing is provided with 

a ramp in a forward portion of the housing, the ramp contacting the at least one finger 
member on the piston when the needle retraction device is pushed against the rear of 
the needle holder, the at least one finger member riding along the ramp to release the 
at least one finger member firom engagement with the hollow body to enable the 
10 piston containing the attached needle holder to be retracted into the hollow body 
under the influence of vacuum. 

The device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the piston contains a 
pierceable material that is pierced by the inner end of the needle when the needle 
retraction device is pushed against the rear of the needle holder to seal the inner end 
15 of the needle. 

^- The device as claimed in claim 7, wherein the piston contains a speed 

controller to control a speed of retraction of the piston mto the hollow body, the speed 
controller comprising a sealing member extending firom the piston and sealingly 
engaging with the hoUow body to increase the fiictional force of the piston on the 
20 hollow body. 

9. A blood collection device comprising a housing having an open rear 

end adapted to accommodate an evacuated blood collecting tube, and a fi-ont end, a 
needle holder in the firont end, a needle which is attached to the needle holder and 
which is double ended and has a first end (outer end) that projects fi-om the housmg 

25 and a second end (inner end) that projects into the housing, the needle holder being 
releasably attached relative to the housing to enable the needle holder and the attached, 
needle to be retracted, wherein the needle holder contains at least one finger member 
that engages relative to the housing to retain the needle holder to the housing, the • 
finger member being deflectable between a locking position where the finger member 

30 retains the needle holder to the housing, and a release position where the needle 
holder can be retracted into the housing. 

A blood collection device comprising a housing having an open rear 
end adapted to accommodate an evacuated blood collecting tube, and a &ont end, a 
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needle holder in the front end, a needle which is attached to the needle holder and 
which is double ended and has a first end (outer end) that projects from the housing 
and a second end (inner end) that projects into the housing, the needle holder being 
releasably attached relative to the housing to enable the needle holder and the attached 
needle to be retracted, with the proviso that the needle holder is releasably attached to 
the housing using a positive locking action and by fiictional engagement 
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